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Swabhili (kiSwabhili)

Swahili is a Bantu language spoken by about 35 million people in Tanzania, Burundi,
Congo (Kinshasa) Kenya, Mayotte, Mozambique, Oman, Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa,
Uganda, UAE and the USA. Swahili is an official language of Tanzania, Uganda and
Kenya and is used as a lingua franca throughout East Africa. The name Swabhili comes
from the Arabic word sawahil (coasts) and the language contains a lot of vocabulary
from Arabic, Persian, Malagasy, English, German and Portuguese.

The earliest known manuscript in Swahili, a poetic epic, was written in the Arabic script
and dates from 1728. During the the 19th century Swahili was used as the main
language of administration by the European colonial powers in East Afrian and under
their influence the Latin alphabet was increasingly used to write it. The first Swabhili
newspaper, Habari ya Mwezi, was published by missionaries in 1895.

Swabhili alphabet (alfabeti ya kiswahili) and pronunciation

Aa Bb CHch Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh i Jj Kk LI

a be che de e ef e he i je ka le
[a] [b] (1] [d] [l [f] [dg]  [hoxl i1 [41 [k]I T[]
Mm Nn ©Oo Pp Rr Ss Tt Uw Vv Ww Yy Zz

em en o pe re se te u ve we ve ze
[m] [n] (al  [p] [r] [s] [®] [u] (v1 [w] [1]1 [z]

Other letter camhbinations

dh  gh kh  mb mv mw nd
(81 [yl [x] [mb] [mv] [mw] [nd]
ng ng nj nyv nz sh th
(ngl [nl [Nl (nl [nz] [J] (8]
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